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The Vietcong soldier was six feet
in front of me with an AK-47.

I knew I was a dead man.
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A Word of Gratitude
from Darryl

From sleepingin a
box on the sidewalk

Leveraging Your
Support...

N
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Holland Rescue Mission
356 Fairbanks Ave.
Holland, Ml 49423

616-396-2200

y name is Brian. I was a combat
medic in the Air Force for 16
years. After all my experiences

in battle, I still have a recurring nightmare
of a firefight one night in a Vietnamese
village. I was carrying medical supplies
when I ran into a Vietcong carrying an
AK-47. He was too close for comfort —

no less than six feet in front of me. I knew
I was a dead man. But the guy was nervous.
His whole body was shaking. Before I knew
it he had run away and my life was spared.
I had believed in God before that event but
I really believed in Him now.

I still wake up night after night with a
cold sweat following that nightmare. Like
some 75,000 other Vietnam veterans I, too,
suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD). That’s why it’s my desire to reach
out to these vets in any way I can. Most
people are not aware of
the painful lives these
men and women suffer.

But for now, I
need the services of
the Holland Rescue
Mission. I know I was
brought to this place
for a reason. One of
those reasons is to
learn more about God’s
Word. I've had faith in
my heavenly Father for a long time. But I
fell into so much depression I would forget
to rely on His peace and comfort for my
troubled mind.

I once was ready to take my own life

At one time it got so bad that I had my
suicide carefully planned. If things didn’t
start looking up, I had a hose ready to
attach to my car’s exhaust pipe. The carbon
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veterans |, too, suffer
from post-traumatic

monoxide would do
the trick. For some
reason, I didn’t carry
out this attempt to end
my life. Perhaps it’s
because God has
a plan for me after all.
One of my passions is
to reach out to our veterans who still suffer
emotionally from their war experiences.
Now as we come to this Easter season,
I’d like to express my gratitude to everyone
who continues to help me put my life back
together. Without your support, there
would be no Mission. Please accept my
deepest gratitude for giving me a place
called home.



New Staff

Members

lease join us in
welcoming our newest

staff members at HRM!

« Steve Wing
Men’s ES Program Leader

» Donna Wassink
FHMC Kitchen Supervisor

. Linda} VanderHulst
Part-time ES Supervisor
(went through our programs)

« Jodi Stevens
Part-time ES Supervisor

« Martha Wing
er!lstry Administrative
Assistant

« Bob Koelndorfer
Warehouse Manager

+ Wayne Rogers
Truck Driver/Production
Associate for Grand
Haven Store

. quie Blakely
Gift Processing Coordinator

. Ngncy Stall
Gift Processing Assistant
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No Car = No Job

any people in our area
are struggling to find
work or hold onto

a gpod job because they lack
reliable transportation. Holland
Bescue Mission’s Auto Program
is here to help! Donated vehicles
are r.e%paired and sold to need
families at an affordable pricey
Do You have a vehicle that '
you've been looking to sell or
rid of? Contact Terry Wolfganget
Auto Manager at 61 6.928.3451'
or terryw@hollandrescue.or
Your vehicle donation couI;i s
mean a world of difference

to a family in need!

this compassio
offender was still a dead man walking.
1 think about that movie on occasion as 1 my heart is full for many
see men and women come through the doors of reasons. Among them
the Holland Rescu¢ Mission. 1 see people who is my deep appreciation
are physically still alive, but dead emotionally, for all you continue to do
mentally anfi .sp1r1tuz.111y. 1 al'so see how '1ts on}y to help us make Christ
the Holy Spirit who is creating change in their
lives, giving them something to live for. known to those who come
, gIVIng ) »
But it all starts with how we Tun the hotel. to us for rescue.
1f we do a good job in providing 2 warm bed,
good food, clothing and an atmosphere of caring and compassion; then we just
might see a ray of hope emerge from those cold, dead eyes. Then, before we know it,
they are no Jonger dead people walking...but rather men and women who are alive
because the living Lord of Easter has taken residence in their hearts.
on anyone...nor do we judge those who come through our doors
e — regardless of

the movie, W€ simply do not give up on peop!!
their lives. Our job is to love — not to judge. We
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Now at this Easter season, my heart i

my deep appreciation for all you continue to
us for rescue. You help us run

those who come tO

volunteer your time and talent. Withoutyot there wo

the Holland Rescue Mission. If you've never paid usa visit, please
want you to see your compassion in action. Thank you for your go
the lost and needy. May the Lord bless you and your family richly dur

special season-
Your servant,
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Darryl Bartlett, Executive Director
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From sleeping in a box on the sidewalk... Spring is
. . On its Way!
to accepting the warmth and compassion

of the Holland Rescue Mission

y name is Kathleen. When
you start drinking as a kid
and have your first hangover

at age 14, you're not starting out life the
right way. But that’s how my story began.
Pregnant and with school the last thing

on my mind, I decided to do it my way
and I dropped out of high school in the
11th grade — which turned out to be the
wrong way. Now at age 43, I look back and
I see nothing but wasted years. I've done
absolutely nothing with my life. ’'m

Don’t Miss the Women's
Garden Auction

ooking for a fun-filled way
Lto support the ministry of

rescue? We've got just the
event for you! HRM’s Women'’s
Garden Auction will be held
Wednesday, March 10, 2010, at
The Alpen Rose in downtown
Holland. Bidding starts at
11:30 a.m. with lunch served at
noon. You will be thrilled with
the extravagant items up for

not proud of that fact, bid — and all proceeds will help
but I'm being honest women and children in need.
with you. To reserve your spot today,
Before I came to contact Teri Gabbert at
the Holland Rescue “ terig@hollandrescue.or
Mission, I lived in a Now at age 43, | look Please pray I'll stay or 6?6-928-3416. y
box on the street as a back and see nothing but the course and remain /
homeless person. All ’ faithful to God.
I did was (Iirink and wasted years. | Ye dope The bottle put
live what I thought LY [T )Y l‘IOthII‘Ig with me into an empty pit.
was a fancy-free life. my life. I'm not proud of Satan used alcohol
I never sought help. ) . as a thief to take
I've done jail time for that fact, but I'm bemg away everything that
drunk driving. I had no nhone ith you.” mattered in my life.
boundaries. No daily Today, I see my Lord
schedule. I just did and Savior as more
things on my own. powerful than any of Satan’s tricks. I just
But then the story begins to change... need to stay the course and be faithful to
and that change began when God directed the God of my salvation.
my steps to the Mission. I no longer drink. I'm especially grateful to you at this
I'm now a culinary arts graduate and Easter season — a time when we focus even
hopefully will soon have a job at Hope more on our risen Lord and His power to
College. God has brought me so far in change a life. My life is nothing like it used
such a short period of time. And I know to be. If you ever think about my story, I'd
why. I read His Word. I pray, and I'm open appreciate your prayers as I do my best to
to the changes He has for my life. live a life pleasing to God. Happy Easter.

Ilnks for your support throughout the past year

You are the lifeblood of the Holland Rescue Mission
The good news is that your prayers, influence and financial support
« .. our Mission remains the provide us with the opportunity to minister to the whole person — body, soul
. and spirit. You are doing more good than you could ever imagine.
same: to provide a safe haven It’s not headline news that 2009 was a tough year for all of us. But because
where people who are homeless you stood by us during those difficult months, we made it. And because the
Mission made it, so did hundreds of men and women who otherwise might
and want help have just been walking the bases instead of walking with the Lord.
can be rescued?”’ To give your generous gift today, please use the remit slip enclosed, or
make your donation online at www.hollandrescue.org. You may also call
us at 616-396-2200. Thank you for being an Easter friend to men, women
and children who need you help. 3



